
 
  

COUNCIL MEETING #C18-06 
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2018 
7:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers, City of Dawson Office 
AGENDA  

  
 
 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

 
2. ACCEPTANCE OF ADDENDUM AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

a) Council Meeting Agenda #C18-06 
 

3. DELEGATIONS AND GUESTS 
 

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM DELEGATIONS 
 

5. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 
a) Special Council Meeting Minutes #C18-01 of January 10, 2018 
b) Council Meeting Minutes #C18-02 of January 15, 2018 
c) Special Council Meeting Minutes C18-03 of January 25, 2018 
 

6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES  
a) Special Council Meeting Minutes #C18-01 of January 10, 2018 
b) Council Meeting Minutes #C18-02 of January 15, 2018 
c) Special Council Meeting Minutes C18-03 of January 25, 2018 
 

7. FINANCIAL AND BUDGET REPORTS 
a) 2018 Accounts Payable Reports RE: Cheque Run #17-24, #18-01, #18-02, and #18-03  
 

8. SPECIAL MEETING, COMMITTEE, AND DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
a) Request for Decision RE: Recreation Grants 
b) Request for Decision RE: Subdivision Application #17-124 – Lot 11, Dredge Pond Subdivision 
c) Request for Decision RE: Moose Hide Slide Designation 
d) Request for Decision RE: Consolidation of Lots 1,2,9, and 10, Block 1, Day’s Addition  
e) Request for Decision RE: North End Planning Contract Award 

 
9. BYLAWS AND POLICIES 

a) Official Community Plan Amendment No. 7 Bylaw #2018-01 – First Reading 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
a) Recreation Board Meeting Minutes #R17-06 
b) Committee of Whole Meeting Minutes #CW18-01 
c) RCMP, Dawson Detachment, “M” Division – December 2017 Policing Report 
d) Minister Ranj Pillai RE: Klondike East Bench Area 

 
11. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 
12. IN CAMERA SESSION 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 

 



MINUTES OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING #C18-01 of the council of the City of Dawson held on 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at 12:00 PM in the City of Dawson Council Chambers. 

 
PRESENT:  Mayor     Wayne Potoroka  
  Councillor   Bill Kendrick 

   Councillor   Kyla MacArthur 
 
ABSENT:  Councillor    Jay Farr 
   Councillor   Stephen Johnson 
 
ALSO PRESENT: A/CAO    Christine Smith 

EA    Heather Favron 
A/CDO    Elizabeth Grenon 

 

Agenda Item: Call to Order 

 
Mayor Potoroka called special council meeting #C18-01 to order at 12:00 PM. 
 

Agenda Item: Agenda 

 
C18-01-01 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that the agenda for Special 

Council Meeting # C18-01 of January 10, 2018 be adopted as presented.  
  Motion Carried 3-0 
 

Agenda Item: Request for Decision RE: North End Transfer Payment Agreement 

 
C18-01-02 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that council approves the 

signing of a Transfer Payment Agreement for the purposes of conducting a planning study 
in the North End.  

  Motion Carried 3-0 
 

Agenda Item: Adjournment 

 
C18-01-03 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that Special Council Meeting 

C18-01 be adjourned at 12:03 PM with the next regular council meeting being January 15, 
2018.  

  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
THE MINUTES OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING C18-01 WERE APPROVED BY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION #C18-__-__ AT COUNCIL MEETING #C18-__ OF FEBRUARY 12, 2018. 
 
 
               
Wayne Potoroka, Mayor     Christine Smith, A/CAO    



MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING #C18-02 of the council of the City of Dawson held on Monday, 
January 15, 2018 at 7:00 PM in the City of Dawson Council Chambers. 

 
PRESENT:  Mayor     Wayne Potoroka  
  Councillor    Jay Farr 
  Councillor   Stephen Johnson 
  Councillor   Bill Kendrick 

   Councillor   Kyla MacArthur 
 
ALSO PRESENT: A/CAO    Louis Gerberding 

EA    Heather Favron 
A/EA    Brooke Edmonds 
CDO    Clarissa Huffman 
CFO    Obrian Kidd   

 

Agenda Item: Call to Order 

 
Mayor Potoroka called council meeting #C18-02 to order at 7:00 PM. 
 

Agenda Item: Agenda 

 
C18-02-01 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that the agenda for council 

meeting # C18-02 of January 15, 2018 be adopted as presented. 
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
Councillor Kendrick declared a conflict in regards to agenda item 11(d). 
 

Agenda Item: Public Hearing 

 
a) a) Subdivision Application #17-124 RE: Lot 11, Dredge Pond Subdivision 
 
C18-02-02  Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Johnson that council move into the 

committee of the whole for the purposes of holding a public hearing.  
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
Mayor Potoroka called for submissions. 
Mayor Potoroka called for submissions a second time.  
Mayor Potoroka called for submissions a final time. Public Hearing declared closed at 7:11 PM.   
 
C18-02-03  Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that committee of the whole 

revert to council to proceed with the agenda.  
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 

Agenda Item: Adoption of the Minutes 

 
a) Special Council Meeting Minutes #C17-30 of December 15, 2017 
 
C18-02-04  Moved by Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that the minutes of 

special council meeting #C17-30 of December 15, 2017 are approved as presented. 
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
             _____       ______       

            Mayor       CAO 
 



Council Meeting C18-02 
Page 2 

            

b) Council Meeting Minutes #C17-31 of December 18, 2017 
 
C18-02-05 Moved by Councillor Kendrick, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that the minutes of 

council meeting #C17-31 of December 18, 2017 are approved as presented. 
  Carried 5-0      
        

Agenda Item: Business Arising from Minutes  

 
a) Special Council Meeting Minutes #C17-30 of December 15, 2017 
 

Council inquired if the city received any response to the letter sent to YG RE: Various issues and ski 
trails. The A/CAO will investigate and report back. 

 
b) Council Meeting Minutes #C17-31 of December 18, 2017 
 

Council inquired if the final accounting for the replacement of the Fire Chief vehicle was available. 
The A/CAO will investigate and report back. 

 

Agenda Item: Special Meeting, Committee, and Departmental Reports 

 
a) Request for Decision RE: Tax Lien TL1 
 
C18-02-06 Moved by Councillor Johnson, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that council 

authenticate the list of delinquencies of taxes by affixing the seal of the City of Dawson as 
per s.83(5) of the Assessment and Taxation Act. 

  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
 Council inquired why the list is printed and published. The A/CAO will investigate and report back. 
 
b) Request for Decision RE: 2018 Council and Committee of Whole Meeting Dates 
 
C18-02-07 Moved by Johnson, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that council establish regular 

council and committee of the whole meeting dates for 2018 as presented in calendar 
Option C, 2018 Council and Committee of Whole Meeting Dates. 

  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
c) Request for Decision RE: Recreation Grants 
 
C18-02-08 Moved by Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that Council approve 

the Recreation Grants, as recommended by the Recreation Board in the amount of $1525. 
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
  Council inquired about the fiscal year end for the recreation grant funding. The A/CAO will 

investigate and report back. 
 
d) Request for Decision RE: Lot 44 Dome Request for Extension  
 
C18-02-09 Moved by Councillor Kendrick, seconded by Councillor MacArthur That council approve 

the request for a one year extension to building requirement RE: Lot 44, Dome 
Subdivision Agreement for Sale. 

  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
             _____       ______       

            Mayor       CAO 
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e) Request for Decision RE: Lot 42 Dome Request for Extension 
 
C18-02-10 Moved by Councillor Kendrick, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that council approve 

the request for a one year extension to building requirement RE: Lot 42, Dome 
Subdivision Agreement for Sale. 

  Motion Carried 5-0 
  

Agenda Item: Bylaws and Policies  

 
a) Bylaw #2017-14 being the Zoning Amendment No. 17 Bylaw – Third and Final Reading 
 
C18-02-11  Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Johnson that council move into the 

committee of the whole for the purposes of holding discussion.  
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
The CDO responded to questions of council regarding Zoning Amendment No. 17 bylaw. 
 
C18-02-12  Moved by Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that committee of the 

whole revert to council to proceed with the agenda.  
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
C18-02-13 Moved by Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that bylaw #2017-14 

being the Zoning Bylaw Amendment No. 17 Bylaw be given third and final reading. 
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
 

Agenda Item: Correspondence 

 
C18-02-14  Moved by Councillor Johnson, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that council 

acknowledge receipt of the following correspondence: 
 Michael MacLean, Youth Support Worker Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Government RE: 

Request for Letter of Support  
 Recreation Board Meeting Minutes #R17-05 
 Committee of Whole Meeting Minutes #CW17-24 & #CW17-25 
 Dawson City Television Cooperative Association RE: Request for Letter of Support 
For informational purposes. 
Motion Carried 5-0 

 
a) Michael MacLean, Youth Support Worker Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Government  
 RE: Request for Letter of Support  
 
C18-02-15 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Johnson that Council approves 

issuing a letter of support for the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in CDF funding application RE: youth 
center project.  

   Motion Carried 5-0 
 
Council requested further details regarding the proposed project. The A/CAO will investigate and 
report back. 

 
 
             _____       ______       

            Mayor       CAO 
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b) Dawson City Television Cooperative Association RE: Request for Letter of Support 
 
Councillor Kendrick stepped down from council at 7:19 PM 
 
C18-02-16 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Johnson that Council approves 

issuing a letter of support for Dawson City Television Cooperative Association’s funding 
application to assist with start up with initiating a platform for the broadcast of local video 
content over Dawson City’s cable network. 

  Motion Carried 4-0 
 
Councillor Kendrick rejoined council at 7:20 PM 
               

Agenda Item: Public Questions 

 
C18-02-17  Moved by Councillor Kendrick, seconded by Mayor Potoroka that council move into 

committee of the whole for the purposes of question period. 
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
Dan Davidson 
Mr. Dan Davidson inquired about the state of the recreation center.  The Mayor informed him  
all information to date has been sent to YG, and discussions have been taking place with the  
Premier and the Minister of Community Services. 
 
Mr. Dan Davidson asked if the location at the bottom of the Dome Road was still being looked at in the  
event of a new build.  The Mayor informed him that the location is not confirmed. 
 
C18-02-18 Moved by Councillor Johnson, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that committee of the 

whole revert to council to proceed with the agenda. 
  Motion Carried 5-0 
 
 

Agenda Item: Adjournment 

 
C18-02-19 Moved by Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Johnson that council meeting 

#C18-02 be adjourned at 7:24pm with the next regular council meeting being February 12, 
2018. 

 
 
THE MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING C18-02 WERE APPROVED BY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 
#C18-__-__ AT COUNCIL MEETING #C18-__ OF FEBRUARY 12, 2018. 
 
 
               
Wayne Potoroka, Mayor     Louis Gerberding, A/CAO    

 



MINUTES OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING #C18-03 of the council of the City of Dawson held on 
Thursday, January 25, 2018 at 12:00 PM in the City of Dawson Council Chambers. 

 
PRESENT:  Mayor     Wayne Potoroka  
  Councillor    Jay Farr  
  Councillor   Bill Kendrick 

   Councillor   Stephen Johnson 
 
ABSENT:  Councillor   Kyla MacArthur 
 
ALSO PRESENT: A/CAO    Christine Smith 

EA    Heather Favron 
A/CDO    Elizabeth Grenon 

 

Agenda Item: Call to Order 

 
Mayor Potoroka called special council meeting #C18-03 to order at 12:00 PM. 
 

Agenda Item: Agenda 

 
C18-03-01 Moved by Councillor Johnson, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that the agenda for 

Special Council Meeting # C18-03 of January 25, 2018 be adopted as presented. Motion 
Carried 4-0 

 

Agenda Item: Request for Decision RE: Swimming Pool OHS Requirements, Budget Amendment, and 
Gas Tax Application 

 
C18-03-02 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Johnson that Council approve an 

amendment to the 2018 capital budget in the amount of $306,250.00; and that Council 
directs Administration to apply for Gas Tax Funding for the OHS items at the Swimming 
Pool. 

   Motion Carried 3-1 
 

Agenda Item: Adjournment 

 
C18-03-03 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Johnson that Special Council Meeting 

C18-03 be adjourned at 12:09 PM with the next regular council meeting being February 
12, 2018.  

  Motion Carried 4-0 
 
THE MINUTES OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING C18-03 WERE APPROVED BY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTION #C18-__-__ AT COUNCIL MEETING #C18-__ OF FEBRUARY 12, 2018. 
 
 
               
Wayne Potoroka, Mayor     Christine Smith, A/CAO    

















































 
 Request for Decision 
 

TO:  Mayor and Council 
FROM: Marta Selassie, Recreation Manager 
DATE:  January 12, 2018 
SUBJECT: Recreation Grant Applications 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council approve the Recreation Grants, as recommended by the Recreation Board in the 
amount of $1000. 
 

BACKGROUND / STATUS 
 
The Recreation Board dispenses two levels of funding under the Recreation Grant Program. Level 1 
is intended for individuals or small groups. Level 2 is for community groups, organizations, non-profits 
and leagues. The 2017-18 Community Lottery Program total funding provided to the City is $32,368. 
There has been $26,931.95 of this total, allocated to date. 
 

CONSIDERATIONS / DISCUSSION 
 
The Recreation Board recommends to Council that the amount below be approved by resolution. 
If the recommended grant below is approved $4,436.05 will remain for 2017-18 funding period. 
 

Project / Description # of 
participants  

Applicant Request Rec.  
Grant 

Approved  
for 

Myth & Medium 
~ jigging instructors 370 Tiss Clark $1000 $1000 Instructor fees 

TOTALS $1000.00 $1000.00 
 

APPROVAL & CAO COMMENTS 
 

CAO   Date: 



 

 
 Request for Decision 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and Council 

FROM: Clarissa Huffman, CDO 

DATE:  16 January, 2018 

SUBJECT: Subdivision Application #17-124 

  Lot 11 Dredge Pond Subdivision 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
It is respectfully recommended that:  
1. Council approve Subdivision Application #17-124, subject to the following conditions:  

1.1. The applicant submit a Stormwater Management Plan to the satisfaction of the 
CDO and Public Works Superintendent.  

1.2. The applicant shall ensure that all dwellings and structures on the property comply 
with Zoning Regulations prior to commencing the survey, to the satisfaction of the 
CDO, through one of the following two mechanisms: removing non-compliant 
structures, or obtaining Board of Variance approval for non-compliant structures.  

1.3. The applicant submits a plan of subdivision completed by a certified lands 
surveyor drawn in conformity with the approval. 

1.4. The applicant provides confirmation that all structures on the Lot have the 
appropriate permits and meet the minimum setback requirements for a R3 zone 
designation. 

1.5. The applicant shall, on approval of the subdivision plan by the City of Dawson, 
take all necessary steps to enable the registrar under the Land Titles Act to register 
the plan of subdivision. 
 

PURPOSE 
 
The applicant wishes to subdivide their residential lot at Lot 11 Dredge Pond Subdivision 
into two properties.   
  

BACKGROUND 
 
The applicant submitted an application on November 24, 2017 to subdivide their 2 acre 
lot into 2 1 acre parcels.  
 
The application was advertised in December 2017 and January 2018, with a Public 
Hearing that took place on January 15, 2018. No speakers attended the Public Hearing to 
speak either for or against this application, however staff did receive confidential 
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concerns via email. These concerns will be contemplated in the Considerations/Discussion 
section of this report.  
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 
In order to meet legislated timelines for this application, the deadline for decision on this 
application is February 26, 2018. All legislated notice requirements have been fulfilled, and 
Council now has the opportunity to contemplate the recommendations of the CDO.  
 

 CONSIDERATIONS / DISCUSSION 
 
Comments 
Public Works was asked to comment on this application for purposes of assessing access, 
lot grading, slope stability, and other operating requirements. No negative impacts were 
identified, however it was noted that a Stormwater Management Plan should be 
submitted as a condition of approval.  
 
The application was also circulated to every property owner in a 1km radius of this 
property, inviting comments and questions. Some concerns were identified during this 
consultation process.  
 
The first issue raised during consultation was the fact that a ‘house trailer’ currently exists 
on the property. This is a result of Development Permit #16-064, approved by the CDO at 
the time. The application approved a 720 square foot house trailer. This house trailer is in 
fact a contravention of the Zoning By-Law, given that the minimum floor area of a 
dwelling is 900 square feet. Given that the Zoning By-Law was in effect at the time that 
application #16-094 was approved, it appears that this Development Permit was issued in 
error. It was also stated that there were concerns about the fact that house trailers do not 
meet the intent of the Official Community Plan; the Country Residential designation 
speaks to low-density, single detached dwellings in a rural residential setting. Therefore, 
some residents have expressed concern that industrial-grade trailers used for housing is 
not appropriate.  
 
Staff is of the opinion that the concerns regarding the intent of the OCP and regarding 
the size of the structure are valid. The Zoning By-Law Appendix B Section 12(6)a states that 
a Development Officer may revoke a permit if it was issued in error. Therefore, it is the 
recommendation of staff that this be remedied as a condition of this subdivision. If the 
subdivision is not approved, revocation of this permit may still occur.  
 
Another concern raised is that the subdivision of lots in Dredge Pond undermines the 
intent of the subdivision as a rural residential neighbourhood. This application meets the 
Zoning Requirements, including the minimum lot size of 1 acre. Therefore, in this specific 
instance a subdivision could be appropriate as it meets the minimum lot size. Additionally, 
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it was noted that there is an easement located on the property. However, easements do 
not reduce the size of the lot; rather, an easement provides an individual with valid 
surface rights access to a specific portion of the property. Therefore, the easement in 
question does not affect this subdivision, because the lot is still legally 2 acres. The only 
impact arising from the easement is that it could potentially affect the property owner’s 
ability to develop on the portion of the lot that has an easement.  
 
Subdivision By-Law  
 
Subdivision Control By-Law S3.01 states that every subdivision of land must be made in 
accordance with the Municipal Act, the Official Community Plan, the Zoning Bylaw, and 
the Subdivision Control Bylaw. The Considerations/Discussion section of this report is 
intended to discuss the proposal’s conformity with the provisions outlined in the relevant 
legislation, policies, and plans.  
 
Municipal Act  
 
The Municipal Act S. 314 details the requirements for any proposed plan of subdivision to 
have direct access to the highway to the satisfaction of the approving authority. Lot 11 
already has two driveways, and the proposed lot configuration allows each proposed lot 
to have a private driveway. This meets the requirements of S. 314.  
 
S. 319 stipulates that an approval may be valid for a period of up to twelve months. If the 
applicant has not provided proof that the conditions of approval have been met, under 
the Act approval is void. The applicant can request an extension of a further twelve 
months, which may be granted in whole or in part, at the discretion of the approval 
authority.  
 
Official Community Plan  
 
The property is currently designated as CR – Country Residential. Uses associated with this 
designation include single detached dwellings on rural lots. Therefore, the two proposed 
lots would retain the same designation. Any new use or development on the proposed 
lots would be required to conform to the OCP designation, or else apply for an OCP 
Amendment.  
 
Zoning By-Law  
 
The property is currently zoned R3 – Country Residential. The Zoning By-Law is intended to 
implement the goals of the OCP. Therefore, the purpose of the R3 zone as per the Zoning 
By-Law is to permit a range of low-density, single detached homes on rural lots. A full 
range of permitted uses and associated provisions are contained in the Zoning By-Law, 
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and any future development of the proposed lots must also conform with the Zoning By-
Law. This proposal would create two residential lots, both that are approximately 1 acre in 
size, and therefore meet the minimum lot size requirement of 1 acre.   
 
The applicant submitted a site plan detailing a house trailer with two units that is depicted 
as 5m from the proposed property line, as well as two sheds: one that is 120 square feet 
and one that is 224 square feet. The applicant will be required to provide, through their 
survey, confirmation that all three of these structures have the appropriate permits and 
meet the minimum setback requirements of the lot.  
 
Heritage Management Plan  
 
The property is outside of the area currently under the jurisdiction of the Heritage 
Management Plan. Therefore, the Heritage Advisory Committee is not required to review 
this proposal. However, the applicant and any future owners are urged to consider the 
unique heritage of Dawson City when considering new development of these lots.  
 

OPTIONS  

Council may consider one of the following options regarding this application:  

1. Approve the application as recommended above.  
2. Approve the application with modifications to the conditions.  
3. Refuse the application.  
4. Defer the application for decision at a later date.  

APPENDICES / SCHEDULES 
 
Appendix A. Application  
Appendix B. Site Plan & Map 
 

APPROVAL & CAO COMMENTS 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
              
Clarissa Huffman, CDO      Date  
 
I have reviewed and have no further comments regarding this report.  
 
              
Christine Smith, A/CAO       Date 
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 Request for Decision 
 

 

TO:  Mayor and Council 

FROM: Clarissa Huffman, CDO 

DATE:  29 January, 2018 

SUBJECT: Moosehide Slide Municipal Historic Site Nomination 

  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

It is respectfully recommended that: 

1. Council direct the CDO to release a Notice of Intent as the next step of the 

Designated Municipal Historic Site By-Law process, in accordance with the 

timelines set by the Heritage By-Law. 

 

PURPOSE 

 

A nomination package was submitted on behalf of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in for the 

designation of Moosehide Slide as a Municipal Historic Site.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 

As per the Heritage By-Law #09-04, Council may, by petition by any person, designate 

any site as a Municipal Historic Site “when it has determined, in its opinion, that the site is 

an important illustration of the historic development of the Klondike Valley, or the natural 

history of the peoples and cultures of the Klondike Valley Cultural landscape”. 

 

A designation of this sort would be made official by By-Law, should Council determine 

through analysis of the supporting materials provided in this report that the site has 

sufficient historic significance. 

 

The nomination package presented as a part of this report was analyzed at Heritage 

Advisory Committee Meeting #17-19, on December 6, 2017. Resolution #HAC 17-19-05 

read as follows with a unanimous 3-0 vote: 

 

“THAT the Heritage Advisory Committee forward a recommendation to Council for 

approval to designate Moosehide Slide as a Municipal Historic Site.” 
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The Community Development Officer agrees with this recommendation, and as such is 

recommending the same. Further analysis of the nomination package will follow in the 

Considerations/Discussions section of this report. 

 

CURRENT STATUS 

 

As per the Heritage By-Law, there are required timelines for the analysis, by-law 

preparation, and public consultation when a nomination package has been submitted 

by a petitioner. The chart below illustrates the flow of this timeline with tentative dates to 

demonstrate to Council the process for designation. 

 

Action Date 

Petition to Designate October 16, 2017 

HAC November 15, 2017 and December 6, 

2017 

Committee of the Whole January 22, 2018 

Prepare By-Law January 23, 2018 

Written Consent from TH (if Settlement 

Land) 

n/a 

Written Consent from owner (if Residence) n/a 

Notice of Intent (advertised for 60 days) January 23, 2018 – March 25, 2018 

Public Hearing & Committee of the Whole April 17, 2018 

1st Reading April 24, 2018 

2nd Reading May 15, 2018 

3rd Reading May 15, 2018 

 

This schedule is tentative and for illustrative purposes only, it may change based on the 

Council schedule, agenda availability, and results of public consultation. 

 

On January 22, 2018, this application was forwarded to Council with the recommendation 

to approve with no conditions.  
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 CONSIDERATIONS / DISCUSSION 

 

An evaluation was conducted of the Moosehide Slide nomination package presented by 

Lee Whalen and Debbie Nagano on behalf of Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in. A summary of this 

evaluation is as follows. For more details on what each ranking means, please see the 

Evaluation Criteria Located in Appendix D. 

 

Landscape: Natural Landscape (Modified) – Excellent 

 

Comments: The flume as an excellent example of late 19th century technology. The slide is 

also a geological landmark, with lots of interesting flora that is not often seen closer to 

downtown. The site is also subject to continuous use. Evidence of this use exists in the 

archaeological record. 

 

Cultural Landscape: Excellent 

 

Comments: Examples of relic status within the nominated boundary include 

archaeological remains and the oral traditions regarding the landscape. However, it is 

evolving in the sense that it is still used and there is ongoing physical and cultural change 

occurring. 

 

Craftmanship: Very Good 

 

Comments: Could not achieve excellent because it is not the only remaining 

representative of historic trail use in the area, nor of using physical landmarks as iconic 

wayfinding (thought it ranks very high). It is also ranked high in the sense that the slide was 

used as an advantage rather than a topographical hinderance. Other examples of iconic 

use of the natural landscape include Five Finger Rapids and the Yukon Ditch. 

 

Aesthetic: Excellent 

 

Comments: Moosehide Slide is a very dominant feature that is integral to Klondike identity. 

It is identifiable by many different cultures as a landmark. 

 

Form and Design: Excellent 

 

Comments: The site is an excellent example of successful use of landscape and design 

together. 

 

Materials: Very Good 
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Comments: Some deterioration was noted. 

 

Condition: Very Good 

 

Comments: It was noted that excellent could not be given in this category, as the nature 

of the area is that it naturally deteriorates. 

 

Site and Setting: Very Good 

 

Comments: Trails as a continued use, and it is also beneficial that the trails are accessible 

to a modern audience. Additionally, the proposed boundaries are natural and visible, 

rather than arbitrary. The alternative perspective regarding trails would be that trail users 

have the potential to have a negative impact on the natural environment. 

 

Landmark: Excellent 

 

Comments: Moosehide Slide is an iconic reference point within Yukon, and there is 

nothing of note in Whitehorse or another community that is comparable in scope as a 

symbolic landmark. The ‘Landmark’ category of the evaluation criteria asks to evaluate 

the nominated site based on whether it is an important visual or symbolic landmark that is 

widely recognized. This category was marked excellent, which means that HAC felt that 

the site is a “recognized and distinctive reference point that is famous within the Yukon”. 

In order to make this assessment, the Heritage Advisory Committee attempted to 

brainstorm a site of similar magnitude in another place in Yukon, but did not feel that 

other sites were as significant of a landmark as Moosehide Slide. 

 

Historical Theme: Excellent. 

 

Comments: The Slide has strong connections to both Gold Rush and First Nation history of 

the region. 

 

Association with Individual, Organization, or Group: Excellent 

 

Comments: Associations include Chief Isaac using the Moosehide symbol, and the Acklen 

ditch as one of the first examples of hydraulic mining. The Moosehide Slide is unique in the 

sense that there is the lived experience of elders remembering the trail, rather than only 

stories. 

 

Association with a Spiritual Event: Excellent 
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Comments: The Moosehide event is a significant event in TH culture. The slide is also a 

central component of the TH creation story. There is a strong oral history surrounding the 

slide, and it is unique in the sense that it is a consistent feature in many (almost all) Gold 

Rush accounts. The river is also unique in the sense that it passes through many FN 

territories. 

 

Association with a Culture: Excellent 

Comments: Captured above. 

 

Reasons for Designation: The Moosehide Slide is a cultural landmark both in legend and in 

use. The Acklen Ditch is an example of late 19th century technology and is a site with 

strong archaeological potential. In the opinion of the Committee, this site very strongly 

meet’s YG’s heritage designation criteria. Additionally, there is no sense of exclusion in the 

proposal, as it captures both TH and Gold Rush heritage, and intends to promote an 

inclusive identity and use. 

 

Important Elements to be Preserved: It is important to maintain existing trails and lookouts, 

though the focus is on what is currently existing, not in expanding use or creating new 

trails. This is in accordance with traditional low-impact use. There are no surveyed lots 

located within the nominated boundary, therefore land use conflicts will be minimal. The 

proposed use of the nominated site is compatible with the existing use of the site. 

 

However, subsurface rights pose a potential concern. The nomination package identifies 

a quartz claim that overlays a significant portion of the nomination boundary. The uses 

identified within the nomination package are typically incompatible with hard rock 

mining. The nomination package does not contemplate any proposed mitigative 

measures that address the compatibility of heritage preservation and subsurface mineral 

rights within the nomination boundary. 

 

However, as discussed below, the area is zoned P1: Parks and Natural Space. Therefore, a 

claim owner will likely be required to establish a legal non-conforming use to be eligible 

for a development permit to work the claims. As listed in the nomination package, the 

claim that overlaps the nominated boundary is owned by Diamond Tooth Resources Inc. 

(Grant #YF04391), and is active and in good standing until October 15, 2019. Before 

passing a By-Law, Council may wish to consider this concern, and to what extent the 

potential conflict should impact the designation of the nominated site. It is also worth 

noting that there is a possibility that this concern will be raised during the public 

consultation phase of this process. The Klondike Valley has a long history of mining 

coexisting with other land uses, and thus there is potential for mitigation. This is especially 
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true considering the petitioners’ focus on not only First Nation history, but also the industrial 

and mining historical and archaeological evidence within the nominated boundary. 

 

The Heritage By-Law has specific provisions on how to manage concerns raised at the 

public hearing or in person to the CDO. If concerns are identified, Council has one of 

three options, as stated in the By-Law: 

 

1. Resolve not to proceed further with the proposed designation; 

2. Revoke the designation with respect to part of the site and pass it as 

amended; or 

3. Submit the proposed by-law along with the objections to the Yukon Historic 

Resources Appeal Board and request the Appeal Board to hold a hearing in 

accordance with Section 42 of the Historic Resources Act. 

 

Therefore, it is recommended that before proceeding with this designation, the petitioner 

should consider this potential conflict and suggest mitigative measures to the satisfaction 

of Council. Alternatively, Council could suggest mitigative measures to be included in the 

Designation By-Law. 

 

Municipal Act 

 

Heritage management and conservation is not a topic that is contemplated in the 

Municipal Act. However, the Municipal Act does contemplate the passing of by-laws, 

therefore S. 218 does apply: “every bylaw shall have three distinct and separate readings 

before it is finally adopted, but no more than two readings may take place at any one 

meeting.” The process outlined for Municipal Historic Site Designation, as listed above, 

complies with this clause. 

 

 

Official Community Plan 

 

Section 3.9 of the Official Community Plan contemplates Heritage Preservation. This 

proposal is in line with the identified long-term goal to “protect and celebrate Dawson’s 

heritage as a “living historical community” while at the same time allowing the community 

to evolve and prosper into the future”. This nomination provides an opportunity to 

implement this goal through several of the identified approaches, including the following 

bullets quoted from the OCP S. 3.9: 

 

 “Collaborate with strategic partners such as Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in to recognize, 

celebrate and promote the full scope of Dawson’s heritage; and 
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 Recognize, celebrate and promote the fact that Dawson’s heritage extends 

beyond the Klondike Gold Rush era (1897-1918)” 

 

The area within the nominated boundary is designated P: Parks and Natural Space, 

defined as areas “to be used exclusively for developed parks, playgrounds, trails and 

undeveloped green spaces. This includes community parks, greenbelts, nature parks, 

neighbourhood parks and trails.” This nomination helps preserve the intent of the OCP 

through protecting the natural space, trails, and cultural heritage resources that currently 

exist within the nominated boundary. 

 

Zoning By-Law 

 

The Zoning By-Law contemplates heritage management only in areas that are impacted 

by the Heritage Management Plan character areas. The nominated site is north of the 

character areas identified in the plan, therefore heritage management policies in the 

Zoning By-Law are not applicable. 

 

The area within the nominated boundary is currently zoned P1: Parks and Natural Space. 

The proposed uses of the nominated area, including parks and greenspace, trails, and 

archaeological and cultural heritage preservation, all are permitted uses in this zone. 

Therefore, no re-zoning would be required in order to implement this designation. 

 

Heritage Management Plan 

 

The nominated boundary is not within the management area of the Heritage 

Management Plan. The North End character area extends to the “end of the 

development up the north slope”. Since the boundary of the site was chosen specifically 

to avoid conflict with development on legally surveyed lots, the statements in the North 

End character area do not apply, as the nominated site is north of the character area as 

depicted in the Heritage Management Plan. However, Moosehide Slide and natural 

elements of the slopes are considered to be character defining elements of the City of 

Dawson as a whole, given their prominence in the historic townsite. 

 

Additionally, the nomination of Moosehide Slide does align with some of the broader 

heritage management objectives listed in the Introduction section of the Plan, including: 

 

 “Preserve and strengthen the visual character and design intent of a 

nationally and internationally significant cultural landscape; 

 Conserve and interpret the full history of the cultural landscape – before, 

during, and after the Gold Rush; and 
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 Communicate that the Gold Rush was a short but highly significant era in the 

long course of natural and human history, and ensure that resources remain 

and stories are told from the other periods of history.” 

 

Heritage Resources Act 

 

S. 37(1) of the Historic Resources Act gives municipal Councils the authority to 

designate by by-law a municipal historic site. Eligible sites are those which have 

significant historic significance as contemplated in S. 15(1) of the Act, as follows: 

 

A site may be designated as a historic site when Council is satisfied that the site is, 

“whether in itself or because of historic resources or human remains discovered or 

believed to be at the site, an important illustration of 

 

a) the historic or pre-historic development of the Yukon or a specific locality in 

the Yukon, or of the peoples of the Yukon or locality and their respective 

cultures; or 

b) the natural history of the Yukon or a specific locality in the Yukon, and has 

sufficient historic significance to be so designated.” 

Therefore, before accepting the recommendation to forward this by-law for first reading, 

Council must consider this definition of historic significance and determine whether the 

Moosehide Slide nomination area, as described in the nomination package, meets this 

definition sufficiently to warrant designation. 

 

IMPLICATIONS 

 

General: This designation, should it pass successfully through the statutory public 

consultation and three readings of a by-law, is consistent with the heritage management 

goals and implementation strategies currently in place through various policy instruments 

at the City of Dawson. 

Financial: This designation is anticipated to be financially neutral for the City of Dawson. 

Under the current Fees and Charges By-Law, no fee was collected for the processing and 

analysis of this nomination package. Given that the nomination refers to the fact that the 

cultural resources located within the boundary are considered archaeological and have 

not been substantially altered in any way, the sites are considered stable and do not 

require monitoring or maintenance. The only instance in which the City of Dawson may be 

required to maintain parts of the site would be through the Trails Management Plan, which 

is intended to be implemented regardless of the outcome of this nomination. 

Communication: The petitioners will be informed of the outcome of this nomination. The 

CDO will facilitate public consultation, and further analysis of any comments or concerns 
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will be scheduled at a future Committee of the Whole Meeting prior to commencing 

three readings of the Designation By-Law. 

 

OPTIONS  

Council may consider one of the following options regarding this application: 

1. Direct the CDO to release a Notice of Intent as the next step of the Designated 

Municipal Historic Site By-Law process, in accordance with the timelines set by the 

Heritage By-Law. 

2. Decline to release a Notice of Intent, and inform the petitioner that their request 

was not approved by Council. 

3. Defer the decision until more information is available. 

 

APPROVAL & CAO COMMENTS 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

              

Clarissa Huffman, CDO      Date  

 

I have reviewed and have no further comments regarding this report.  

 

              

Christine Smith, A/CAO       Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

























The Moosehide Slide is a significant character defining element of Dawson City. As a visual landmark is 

situates Dawson city within its physical and cultural context. The slide immediately identifies Dawson 

City. It is symbolic of a shared physical space and cultural reality.  

 

 

18. Photographs 

 

Figure 1: Approximation of the perimeter of the proposed Moosehide Slide Municipal Heritage Site (TH Heritage) 

Section 5: Supporting Materials 



 

Figure 2. Moosehide Slide interpretive panel located along the walking trail on the upper dyke along the riverside 

in Dawson City. (TH Heritage Department)  

 

Figure 3. Sign installed by the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Lands Department (TH Heritage Department) 



 

Figure 4. Historic Photo of the Moosehide Slide from the west bank of the Yukon River. The Aklen Flume is visible 

across the face of the slide (Glenbow Archives NA-513-1). 

 

Figure 5.  Historic photo, View looking north down Third Avenue with Moosehide Slide in the background. 1936 (Yukon 

Archives, Louis Irvine Fond)    



   

Figure 6. A view of the Yukon River taken from Moosehide Trail near Dawson.Ca. 1920’s.  (Yukon Archives, Claude 

and Mary Tidd Fonds) 

 

Figure 7. Dawson from the Moose-hide trail Sept. 1924 (Yukon Archives, Claude and Mary Tidd fonds). 

 



 

Figure 8:  Historic Image of Moosehide Slide (TH Collection, 2004.5.0785) 

 

Figure 9: A large skin drum with a moose motif painted on it.  It is a reproduction of what is often referred to as the 

Chief Isaac drum. (TH Collection, 2009.11.001) 



 

Figure 10: Legend of Moosehide Slide, A Tr’ondek Hwech’in Story As told by Angie Joseph-Rear. Artwork by 

Graham Everett (TH Collection, 2013.83.5) 

19. Land Title 

� N/A: the site is located on unsurveyed commissioner’s land. 

20. Other Material 

1) Moosehide Slide Municipal Designation Map.  

2) Moosehide Slide Land Interests Map.  
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General Definitions Defining Criteria Categories and Values 
 
Every category may not apply to each site; this should not be considered detrimental to the overall 
evaluation. The evaluation process is a cumulative method, not subtractive. A poor rating in one 
category will not necessarily counter a high rating in another. Weighting of categories will be unique 
to the individual sites as some categories may be more important to or definitive of a site’s heritage 
values.  
  
 
1.  Physical Site Characteristics 
 
Age 
Different types of landscapes will have differing criteria for this category.   
 
 Designed Landscape  
This type of landscape has been intentionally modified by humans. Examples might include formally 
planted grounds with introduced shrubs, flowering gardens and paths, an historic highway, or an 
historic park with trails, camping and picnic areas. 
 

Excellent: The oldest site of its type in the Yukon. 
 

Very Good: One of few (less than five) examples of its type and age in the Yukon or the oldest 
site of its type and age in a region. 

 
Good: One of a small number (five to ten) of examples of its type and age in the Yukon or one 
of a few of its type and age of a region. 

  
Poor: One of many of the same type and age with no evidence of historic use. 

 
 Natural Landscape - Modified  
This type of landscape might be a traditional route or trail, an ancient hunting lookout or fish camp. 
These sites may still be used today and have undergone minor changes through use.  
 

Excellent: Landscape that has tangible or intangible evidence of pre-historic or historic use 
over several generations and has maintained its historic character. 

 
Very Good: Landscape has tangible or intangible evidence of long standing pre-historic or 
historic use for a few generations and has maintained its historic character. 

 
Good: Landscape has tangible or intangible evidence of pre-historic or historic use from one 
time period and has maintained its historic character. 

 
Poor: Landscape has no evidence of historic use. 

Landscape Sites 
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Natural Landscape - Unmodified   
This type of landscape might be a spiritual site that has not been impacted by any human use, but has 
an ongoing significance through myth and legend to a cultural group or community. 
  

Excellent: Landscape that has intangible evidence of cultural value over several generations, 
has maintained its natural state, and is a defining component to one or more cultural groups or 
communities. 

 
Very Good: Landscape has intangible evidence of long standing cultural value for a few 
generations, has maintained its natural state, and is important to a cultural group or community. 

 
Good: Landscape has intangible evidence of cultural value from one time period and is 
important to a cultural group or community. 

 
Poor: Landscape has no cultural value. 

 
Composition 
 

• Type 
 
 Relic: No longer used, static, left to deteriorate. Some examples of relic landscapes may be caribou 
fences no longer used, gardens or farms abandoned with clearings evident, but original plantings no 
longer visible. 
 
Evolving: Continues to change through use over time, and changes are incorporated into the 
landscape. An evolving landscape may be a traditional route or trail, a mining creek actively mined or 
an historic fish camp. 
 
Cultural (Associative) Landscape: May be evolving or relic, and may be defined by the cultural 
values that are integrated with the natural resources. A cultural landscape may have little or no material 
remains. It is a geographic area that manifests an historic relationship between people and the land. 
This may be an area where the natural environment has been modified through human design and 
activity or traditional use, or it may be unaltered by people but has a significant, longstanding meaning 
to a culture. It is a dynamic, living entity that may evidence complex interactions between species and 
evolve over time.  
 

Excellent: An outstanding example where the material remains and/or site and setting clearly 
demonstrate the site type. The site is valued by one or more cultural groups or communities or 
is a defining component integral to a cultural group or community. 

 
Very Good: Material remains and/or site and setting reflect the site type. The site is valued by a 
cultural group or community or is a defining component to a cultural group or community. 

 
Good: Material remains and/or site and setting suggest the site type. The site is known by a 
group or community. 
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Poor: Cannot determine the site type. Site is not known or recognized by any group or 
community. 

 
• Craftsmanship 
 

What is the quality of the design or construction of the landscape? Are there effective circulation 
patterns, use of natural resources or topographic features? If there are built features, are they 
interrelated well with the natural features? 
 

Excellent: Only remaining representative that clearly illustrates effective use of materials 
combined with outstanding skill in construction.  
 
Very Good: One of a few remaining representatives that illustrates an effective use of materials 
and skills.  
 
Good: One of many representatives of common quality. 
 
Poor: Poorly crafted. 
 

Integrity of Site 
Integrity is the site’s historic character as shown by the survival of elements from the historic or pre-
historic period. Is there a continuation of cultural traditions and practices at the site? Do the 
community and visitors continue to appreciate and respect the values that the landscape historically 
represents? 
 

• Aesthetic Attributes 
The intangible qualities of the site such as aesthetic value created by sounds, smells, or patterns of light 
and shadow, vegetation, waterways, topographic features, views or vistas that are integral to the 
landscape’s unique historic character. 
 

Excellent: An outstanding example of a landscape that has aesthetic qualities that clearly 
demonstrate and are integral to the site’s historic character. 

 
Very Good: A landscape that is aesthetically pleasing and its historic character can be seen. 

 
Good: A landscape that is aesthetically pleasing but has been slightly modified, impacting its 
historic characteristics. 

  
Poor: A landscape that has been greatly modified, has no discernable historic character, or that 
has no particular aesthetic qualities. 

 
•  Form and Design 

The composition and the integration of natural resources in their original state with built elements.are 
elements of design that may be considered in this category. The successful function of the landscape 
may reflect the success of the design. 
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Excellent:  An outstanding landscape clearly showing elements of form and design in their 
historical context, with evidence of successful function or enduring meaning indicated through 
prolonged use or traditional memory. 
 
Very Good:  A landscape with elements of form and design in their historical context, and 
some evidence of successful function or enduring meaning indicated through use or traditional 
memory. 
 
Good:  A landscape with some elements of form and design apparent, and little evidence of 
successful function or enduring meaning indicated through use or traditional memory. 
 
Poor:  A landscape without any remaining elements of form and design, and no evidence of 
successful function or enduring meaning indicated through use or traditional memory. 
 

• Materials 
Successful use of materials or built elements that assist in the historical function and/or design of the 
landscape and interact and/or compliment the existing natural features. 
  

Excellent:  An outstanding landscape with intact historic materials and features clearly showing 
the function, design, and interaction of natural and built features. 
 
Very Good:  A landscape with mostly intact historic materials and features clearly showing the 
function, design, and interaction of natural and built features. 
 
Good: A landscape with some historic materials and features that show the function, or design, 
or the interaction of natural and built features. 
 
Poor: A landscape with little or no historic materials, and the function, design, and interaction 
of natural and built features is not discernable. 

 
• Condition 

What is the physical condition of the natural features and/or the historic elements of the site?  
 

Excellent: In outstanding condition with historical elements of design and function obvious or 
the natural elements are in an untouched state. 
 

Very Good: Has most of the historical elements of its design and function is obvious and the 
natural elements are intact. 
 

Good: Some of the historical elements of its design and function can be seen and natural 
elements are somewhat changed. 
 

Poor: Historical elements are gone or natural elements are gone. 
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Environment 
 

• Site and Setting 
The area where the site is situated. A fish camp may be the site, and the setting would include the 
riverbank, lake shore, and surrounding area. Does the setting support the site and help retain its historic 
character?  
 

Excellent: Site has its original context and has not been negatively impacted by outside 
influences. Continued traditional use would not be considered a negative impact if the historical 
setting is obvious. Contributes and compliments the historic character of the area. 

 
Very Good: Context has remained relatively unchanged and historical setting is still evident. 
Fits in with the character of the area. 
  
Good: Site has been impacted but remnants of the original context remains, the historical 
setting can be detected.  
 
Poor: No resemblance to its historical context. Detracts from the area. 

 
• Landmark 

An important visual or symbolic landmark that is widely recognized. 
 

Excellent: Recognized and distinctive reference point that is famous within the Yukon. 
 
Very Good: Recognized reference point within its region. 
 
Good: Recognized referenced point within the area. 
 
Poor: Not recognized or known. 
 

2.  Historical, Scientific and/or Cultural Relevance 
 

• Historical theme of the site (see listing in nomination guide) 
Reflects or illustrates an aspect of cultural, social, political, military or economic history. 
 

Excellent: Illustrates a pattern or patterns of historical use or activity that is closely connected 
with an important period of Yukon history.  
 
Very Good: Illustrates a pattern or patterns of historical use or activity loosely connected with 
an important period of Yukon history. 
 
Good: Illustrates a pattern or patterns of historical use or activity not associated with an 
important period of Yukon history. 
 
Poor: Site is not representative of any particular use or period of Yukon history. 
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• Association with Individual, Organization or Group  
Associated with a cultural tradition, or the life or activities of a person, group or organization that 
has made a significant impact or contribution to the history of the community, territory, or nation. 

 
Excellent: Closely connected with a person, group or organization that has made a significant 
contribution to the history of the community, territory or nation.  
 
Very Good: Loosely connected with a person, group or organization that has made a significant 
contribution to the history of the community, territory or nation.  
 
Good: Loosely connected with a person, group or organization that has played a minor role in 
the history of the community, territory or nation.  
 
Poor: No association with anyone of note. 
 

• Association with an Historical, Cultural, or Spiritual Event 
Associated with an historical, cultural, or spiritual event that has made a significant impact or 
contribution to the history of a cultural group, a community or the territory. 
 

Excellent: Closely associated with an important event in the history of a Yukon cultural group, 
a Yukon community, the Yukon Territory or Canada. 

 
Very Good: Closely associated with an event that has contributed to the formation of a Yukon 
cultural group, a Yukon community or the Yukon territory. 

 
Good: Loosely associated with an event that has contributed to the formation of a Yukon 
cultural group or a Yukon community. 
 
Poor: No connection or association with any event.  

 
• Association with a Culture 

A landscape that has a significant longstanding meaning to a culture demonstrated through spiritual, 
legendary or mythological accounts that have been passed on by generations. 
  

Excellent: Closely associated and integral to a well known Yukon cultural group or community 
evidenced by ongoing use or through traditional memory that has been passed on by 
generations. 

 
Very Good: Closely associated with a well known Yukon cultural group or community 
evidenced by long term use or through traditional memory passed on by generations. 

 
 Good: Loosely associated with a Yukon cultural group or community evidenced by some use. 
 
 Poor: No association with a Yukon cultural group or community. 
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3. Reasons for Designation 
Using the Statement of Significance and this evaluation, list the reasons for designation or reasons for 
not recommending site for designation. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Important Elements to be Preserved 
List the elements of the site that should be preserved or protected under designation. Use the Statement 
of Significance and the results from this evaluation. 
 
 
 



 

 
 Request for Decision 
 
 
TO:  Mayor and Council 

FROM: Clarissa Huffman, CDO 

DATE:  16 January, 2018 

SUBJECT: Consolidation of Lots 1,2,9, and 10, Block 1, Day’s Addition 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
It is respectfully recommended that:  
1. Council approve the consolidation request, subject to the following conditions:  

1.1. The applicant submits a plan of subdivision completed by a certified lands 
surveyor drawn in conformity with the approval. 

1.2. The applicant shall, on approval of the subdivision plan by the City of Dawson, 
take all necessary steps to enable the registrar under the Land Titles Act to register 
the plan of subdivision. 
 

PURPOSE 
 
To resolve outstanding discrepancies relating to a consolidation application. The 
applicant wishes to consolidate her property in order to resolve outstanding zoning issues 
and historic encroachment.  
  

BACKGROUND 
 
The applicant purchased a portion of the alley located at Block 1 Day’s Addition in 2015 
in order to facilitate the consolidation of Lots 1, 2, 9, and 10 of Block 1 Day’s Addition. The 
intent behind this purchase was to resolve the outstanding issue that a historic dwelling 
was located in such a way that the dwelling crossed the property lines of all four identified 
lots. However, an application for consolidation was never filed or presented to Council.  
 
A survey conducted in June 2017 shows that in addition to the dwelling’s situation partially 
on four different properties, all owned by the applicant, the dwelling also encroaches into 
the Front Street Right-of-Way. The applicant approached Yukon Government to purchase 
a portion of the Right-of-Way in order to consolidate it with the lots in question to alleviate 
the encroachment. This request was denied, and the applicant was instead directed to 
apply for a License of Occupation. A prerequisite of License of Occupation is 
confirmation from the City of Dawson that the property and associated structures meets 
zoning, or would be considered to meet zoning once the Licence was approved.  
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However, for this application, due to the siting of the dwelling on four separate properties, 
the property in question does not meet zoning. Therefore a consolidation must be 
approved prior to the licence of occupation.  
 
On May 19, 2017, the CDO at the time issued a letter to Lamerton Land Surveys stating 
that the consolidation was approved. However, no Council resolution confirming this 
approval could be located in the Council minutes. Therefore, it is possible that this 
approval may have happened informally, or the approval letter was issued in error. In 
order to protect the interests of the City of Dawson and the applicant, staff determined 
that the appropriate course of action would be to formally request a decision on this 
application.   
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 
The applicant has applied for a Licence of Occupation through YG, which cannot be 
approved until all outstanding zoning-related issues have been resolved.  
 

 CONSIDERATIONS / DISCUSSION 
 
Subdivision By-Law  
 
Subdivision Control By-Law S3.01 states that every subdivision of land must be made in 
accordance with the Municipal Act, the Official Community Plan, the Zoning Bylaw, and 
the Subdivision Control Bylaw. The Considerations/Discussion section of this report is 
intended to discuss the proposal’s conformity with the provisions outlined in the relevant 
legislation, policies, and plans.  
 
Municipal Act  
 
The Municipal Act S. 314 details the requirements for any proposed plan of subdivision to 
have direct access to the highway to the satisfaction of the approving authority. The 
property has street access on Craig Street, therefore meeting the requirements of S. 314.  
 
S. 319 stipulates that an approval may be valid for a period of up to twelve months. If the 
applicant has not provided proof that the conditions of approval have been met, under 
the Act approval is void. The applicant can request an extension of a further twelve 
months, which may be granted in whole or in part, at the discretion of the approval 
authority.  
 
Official Community Plan  
 
The property is currently designated as UR – Urban Residential. Uses associated with this 
designation include serviced low-medium density single detached dwellings. Therefore, 
the proposed consolidated lot would retain the same designation. Any new use or 
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development on the proposed lots would be required to conform to the OCP designation, 
or else apply for an OCP Amendment.  
 
 
 
Zoning By-Law  
 
The property is currently zoned R1 – Single Detached Residential. The Zoning By-Law is 
intended to implement the goals of the OCP. Therefore, the purpose of the R1 zone as per 
the Zoning By-Law is to permit a range of low-medium density single-detached or duplex 
dwellings on serviced municipal lots. A full range of permitted uses and associated 
provisions are contained in the Zoning By-Law, and any future development of the 
proposed lots must also conform with the Zoning By-Law. This proposal would create one 
consolidated lot with a single-detached dwelling.  
 

OPTIONS  

Council may consider one of the following options regarding this application:  

1. Approve the application as recommended above.  
2. Approve the application with modifications to the conditions.  
3. Refuse the application.  
4. Defer the application for decision at a later date.  

APPENDICES / SCHEDULES 
 
Appendix A. Memorandum of Understanding for Purchase of Alley 
Appendix B. Letter of Approval for Consolidation  
Appendix C. Draft Survey of Consolidation 
Appendix D. Applicant Letter Requesting Zoning Check Re: Licence of Occupation 
Appendix E. CDO Response to Zoning Check Re: Licence of Occupation  
 

APPROVAL & CAO COMMENTS 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
              
Clarissa Huffman, CDO      Date  
 
I have reviewed and have no further comments regarding this report.  
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Christine Smith, A/CAO       Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





















 

 
 Request for Decision 
 

 

TO:  Mayor and Council 

FROM: Clarissa Huffman, CDO 

DATE:  08 February, 2018 

SUBJECT: Award of Contract: Request for Proposals: North End Planning  

  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

It is respectfully recommended that:  

1. Council directs staff to award the contract for the North End Planning to Groundswell 

Planning for $49,932.75.  

 

PURPOSE 

 

To award the contract for North End Planning to the successful proponent based on a 

competitive bid evaluation process.  

  

BACKGROUND 

 

The City of Dawson released a Request for Proposals from experienced professionals in the 

field of municipal planning to develop a lot development concept plan for the North End 

study area, as per the project outlined and commenced by Yukon Government.  

 

4 bids were received by the Community Development Officer by the posted deadline. 3 

of these bids were deemed to be compliant and therefore evaluated. These bids were 

assessed critically by a team of three staff members and a representative of Yukon 

Government based on the criteria listed in the RFP. Each proponent was ranked based on 

how thoroughly they met the requirements of the project. As per the triple bottom line 

approach, content and fee proposal were evaluated separately.  

 

CURRENT STATUS 

 

In order to facilitate the planning process, the next step is to award the contract to the 

proponent who was the successful bidder as per the evaluation process. Proprietary 

information from unsuccessful bidders was not included in this RFD, and additional details 

could be provided to Council upon request.  
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 CONSIDERATIONS / DISCUSSION 

 

All submissions were assessed to ensure they met the minimum submission requirements, 

via Biddingo. At minimum, each proponent must submit a form of proposal authorizing 

them to act on behalf of their company, as well as two separate documents, one 

detailing a content proposal and the other a fee proposal. Since these were the posted 

minimum submission requirements, any proponent who did not meet these requirements 

was immediately disqualified. 3 out of 4 proponents met these minimum requirements and 

therefore successfully moved on to the evaluation stage.  

 

As listed in the RFP, all submissions were evaluated based on the following categories:  

 

Criteria Weight (%) 

Company Profile 10% 

Key deliverables and Work Plan  20% 

Evidence of relevant policy development and planning 

experience 
20% 

Suitability of proposal to City of Dawson  30% 

Fee Proposal  20% 

  

Total 100% 

 

Each category was awarded points based on the criteria listed throughout the RFP. Since 

this competition was value-based, rather than price based, content was evaluated 

before the price was disclosed, in order to remove any potential bias based on price of 

service.  

 

Based on the above criteria, the top three bidders scored as follows:  

 

Rank Value ( /80) Price ( /20) Total ( /100) 

1 64 18 82 

2 60 20 80 

3 48 18 66 

 

The evaluation of bids in order to arrive at these numbers was a process completed by a 

team of three City of Dawson staff members and a representative of Yukon Government, 

where deliberations were held in order to make sure a fair process was followed, and 

points were awarded in a fair, objective and consistent manner.  
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Based on the rankings above, it is clear that the submission from Groundswell Planning 

provides the best balance of value and price. Based on the City of Dawson’s 

Procurement Policy, the lowest bidder is not automatically selected, and a triple-bottom-

line approach is used. This is particularly important for this competition because selecting 

the right person with the skills to aid the City of Dawson in developing a long-term strategy 

for the North End is a critical project with the potential for significant impact to the City 

and its residents.  

 

Proponent Rank Fee Schedule 

1 $49,940 (highest fee) 

2 $49,932.75 (winning bid) 

3 $45,235 (lowest fee) 

 

 

Groundswell Planning’s fee proposal for this competition was allocated at $49,932.75. 

While this was not the lowest bid, this competition was not automatically awarded to the 

lowest bidder (as per the Procurement Policy). Based on the above table, Groundswell 

Planning was ‘middle of the road’ in terms of its fee schedule, keeping in mind that all bids 

were of a very similar fee structure. It is also important to note that this fee proposal, 

including disbursements, comes in under the allocated $50,000.00 based on the Transfer 

Payment Agreement for this project. Therefore, the City of Dawson is in a good position to 

come in on budget for this project with the full confidence that a qualified and 

experienced team of planning professionals will be providing recommendations on the 

long-term development of the North End Subdivision.  

 

IMPLICATIONS 

 

General: The City of Dawson can be confident that a strong team of planning and 

engagement professionals will be providing this service. Groundswell Planning also consists 

of a team that has strong local knowledge and experience, which will be an asset to this 

project given its short timeline.  

Financial: This contract was budgeted at $50,000 based on the Transfer Payment 

Agreement from Yukon Government, therefore it is cost neutral to the City of Dawson.  

Communication: Groundswell Planning will be notified of this decision in a timely manner, 

and the award of the contract can be completed.  
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OPTIONS  

Council may consider one of the following options regarding this application:  

1. Award the contract for North End Planning to Groundswell Planning for $49,932.75.  

2. Do not award the contract.  

 

APPROVAL & CAO COMMENTS 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

              

Clarissa Huffman, CDO      Date  

 

I have reviewed and have no further comments regarding this report.  

 

              

Christine Smith, A/CAO       Date 
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WHEREAS section 265 of the Municipal Act, RSY 2002, c. 154, and amendments thereto, 

provides that a council may pass bylaws for municipal purposes; and  

 

WHEREAS section 285 of the Municipal Act, (R.S.Y. 2002), provides that Council may by bylaw 

amend an official community plan in accordance with the procedure and subject to the 

approvals set out in that Division of the Act for the preparation and adoption of an official 

community plan; and 

 

WHEREAS it is deemed desirable and expedient to amend the Town of the City of Dawson 

Official Community Plan Bylaw #12-23.  

 

THEREFORE, pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Act of the Yukon, the council of the 

City of Dawson, in open meeting assembled, ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 

PART I - INTERPRETATION 

 

1.00 Short Title 

 

1.01 This bylaw may be cited as the Official Community Plan Amendment No. 7 Bylaw. 

 

2.00 Purpose 

 

2.01 The purpose of this bylaw is to provide an amendment to SCHEDULE B, Land Use Map 

(Valley, Confluence, and Bowl) to change the designation of the land known as Lot 1205 

Quad 116 B/03 in Dawson City, Yukon Territory, from SC (Service Commercial) to CR 

(Country Residential), as shown in Appendix 1 of this bylaw. 
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Return to Table of Contents 

3.00 Definitions 

 

3.01 In this Bylaw: 

 

(a) Unless expressly provided for elsewhere within this bylaw the provisions of the 

Interpretations Act (RSY 2002, c. 125) shall apply; 

 

PART II – APPLICATION 

 

4.00 Amended Designation 

 

4.01 SCHEDULE B, Land Use Map (Valley, Confluence, and Bowl) is hereby amended to 

change the designation of the land known as Lot 1205 Quad 116 B/03 in Dawson City, 

Yukon Territory, from SC (Service Commercial) to CR (Country Residential), as shown in 

Appendix 1 of this bylaw.  
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PART III – FORCE AND EFFECT 

 

5.00 Severability 

 

5.01 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this bylaw is for any reason 

held to be invalid by the decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalid portion 

shall be severed and the part that is invalid shall not affect the validity of the remainder 

unless the court makes an order to the contrary. 

 

6.00 Enactment 

 

6.01 This bylaw shall come into force on the day of the passing by council of the third and 

final reading. 

 

7.00 Bylaw Readings 

 

Readings Date of Reading 

FIRST  

SECOND  

THIRD and FINAL  

 

 

 

 

Original signed by 

Wayne Potoroka, Mayor  Christine Smith, A/CAO 

Presiding Officer  Acting Chief Administrative Officer 
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PART IV – APPENDIX (APPENDICES) 

 

Appendix 1. Location Map of Lot 11, Dredge Pond Subdivision 

 

 



THE CITY OF DAWSON 
RECREATION BOARD MEETING #R17-06 

Monday, December 11, 2017 
Recreation Office – Art and Margaret Fry Recreation Centre 

 
MINUTES 

      
PRESENT:   Members   Peter Menzies  

Catherine McCrystal  
Dawn Kisoun  
Monna Sprokkreeff  
Gwyn Williams (arrived 5:41 pm) 
Paul Robitaille (arrived 5:37 pm) 
 

Staff    Marta Selassie 
 
ABSENT:       JP Hawkins 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
Peter Menzies, with the consensus of all members present, called meeting R17-06 to order at  
5:35 pm.   

 
1. AGENDA: 

a. Moved by Dawn Kisoun, seconded by Catherine McCrystal, that Recreation Board 
Agenda R17-06 be approved as amended. (R17-06-01) 

CARRIED 4-0 
 

2. DELEGATION:   
a. Mayor Potoroka was present to the express his thanks and appreciation to the members 

of the board.  
 

3. MINUTES: 
a. Moved by Dawsn Kisoun, seconded by Catherine McCrystal that Recreation Board 

minutes R17-05 be approved as presented. (R17-06-02) 
CARRIED 5-0 

 
4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:  

a.  
 

5. CORRESPONDENCE:  
a.  

 
6. FINANCIALS: 

a. The Recreation Manager presented an update of the grants distributed to date. 
 

7. GRANTS: 
a. Moved by Paul Robitaille, seconded by Catherine McCrystal that Cara MacAdam be 

granted $525 towards registration of U10 boys participation in a soccer tournament in 
Edmonton (R17-06-03) 

CARRIED 6-0 
 



b. Moved by Monna Sprokkreeff, seconded by Paul Robitaille that the Imperial Order of 
Daughters of the Book be denied their application for books as it does not meet the 
Community Lottery Program funding criteria (R17-06-04). 

CARRIED 6-0 
 

c. Moved by Peter Menzies, seconded by Catherine McCrystal that the Recreation Board 
grant Kirsten Scott $750 towards registration for the Klondike Road Relay (R17-06-05). 

CARRIED 6-0 
 

d. Moved by Catherine McCrystal, seconded by Peter Menzies that the Recreation Board 
grant Janice Rose $166.95 towards registration fees for Macy’s participation in 
Prospects U13 Soccer Camp (R17-06-06). 

CARRIED 6-0 
 

e. Moved by Peter Menzies, seconded by Catherine McCrystal that the Recreation Board 
grant Janice Rose $525 for the Dawson City Lions participate in the North Shore Girls 
Soccer Tournament (R17-06-07). 

CARRIED 6-0 
 

f. Moved by Peter Menzies, seconded by Catherine McCrystal that the Recreation Board 
grant JP Hawkins $250 for Jack’s participation in the Northwestel Lear to Lead Hockey 
Camp (R17-06-08). 

CARRIED 6-0 
 

g. Moved by Catherine McCrystal, seconded by Peter Menzies that the Recreation Board 
grant Melissa Atkinson $85 towards registration fees for the Cow Bay Marathon (R17-06-
09). 

CARRIED 6-0 
 

h. Moved by Paul Robitaille, seconded by Gwyn Williams that the Recreation Board provide 
$1000 towards the Holiday Family Hockey Tournament (R17-06-07). 

CARRIED 6-0 
 

8. RECEIPT APPROVAL: 
a. Tiss Clark – the recreation manager will follow-up with Tiss 

 
9. PLANNING: 

a. The recreation manager provided a verbal departmental update. 
 

10.  OTHER BUSINESS: 
a. Evening Facilities – one of the board members wanted to address a concern about some 

of the night time activities and such that have been happening at the gazebo and Front 
Street Washrooms. The recreation manager explained that Chief Isaac had been hired to 
preform security checks of the washrooms and the fitness centre as well as the RCMP 
had been notified to include these areas in their night time patrols. 

b. Rec Centre – the recreation manager provided the board with a verbal update on the 
facility. 
 

11.  NEXT MEETING: 
a. Monday, January 8, 2017 5:30 pm. 

 
 
 



ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 6:20 pm 
 
 
originals signed by       originals signed by 
Chair Person       Recreation Manager  
Peter Menzies       Marta Selassie  



  ___  ____ 
  Chair  CAO 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE OF WHOLE CW18-01 of the council of the City of Dawson called for  
7:00 PM on Monday, January 8, 2018 in the City of Dawson Council Chambers. 

 
PRESENT:  Mayor     Wayne Potoroka 

  Councillor     Stephen Johnson 
   Councillor    Bill Kendrick  

Councillor     Kyla MacArthur 
 
ABSENT:  Councillor     Jay Farr 
 
ALSO PRESENT: CAO     Christine Smith 

   EA      Heather Favron 
   A/EA     Brooke Edmonds 
   PW Superintendent   Louis Gerberding  
   CFO     Obrian Kydd 
      

Agenda Item: Call to Order 

 
The Chair, Wayne Potoroka called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 

Agenda Item: Agenda 

 
CW18-01-01 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that the agenda 

for committee of the whole meeting #CW18-01 be accepted as presented. 
  Carried 4-0 
  

Agenda Item: Adoption of Minutes 

 
a) Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes #CW17-24 of December 11, 2017 
 
CW18-01-02  Moved by Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that the 

minutes of committee of the whole meeting #CW17-24 of December 11, 2017, be 
accepted as presented. 
Carried 4-0 

 
b) Special Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes #CW17-25 of December 19, 2017 
 
CW18-01-03 Moved by Councillor Johnson, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that the 

minutes of special committee of the whole meeting #CW17-25 of December 19, 
2017, be accepted as presented. 
Carried 4-0 

 

Agenda Item: Business Arising from the Minutes 

 
a) Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes #CW17-24 of December 11, 2017 
 
Committee noted a few of the volunteer appreciation cards were not able to be delivered,  
and requested administration to mail out the remaining cards. 
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             ___  ____
           Chair  CAO 

 

 
In response to a question raised by the committee, the CAO explained the final  
costing for the replacement of the Fire Chief’s vehicle was not yet available. 
 

Agenda Item: Special Meeting, Committee, and Departmental Reports 

 
a) 2018 Council and Committee of Whole Meeting Dates 
 
CW18-01-03 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that committee of 

the whole forward Option C, “2018 Council and Committee of the Whole Meeting 
Dates” to council with a recommendation to approve and establish regular 
council and committee of the whole meeting dates for 2018. Carried 4-0 

 
b) Request for Decision RE: Recreation Grants 
 
CW18-01-04 Moved by Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Johnson that committee 

of the whole forward the request for decision RE: Recreation Grant Applications to 
council with a recommendation to approve. Carried 4-0 

  
c) Request for Decision RE Tax Lien TL1  
 
CW18-01-05 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that committee of 

the whole forward the request for decision RE: Tax Lien Summary: Form TL1 to 
council with a recommendation to approve. Carried 4-0 

 

Agenda Item: In Camera Session 

 
CW18-01-06 Moved by Councillor Johnson, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that committee 

of the whole move into a closed session for the purposes of discussing a land 
related matters as authorized by section 213 (3) of the Municipal Act. Carried 4-0 

 
a)  Land Related Matters 
 
CW18-01-07  Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that committee of 

the whole reverts to an open session of committee of the whole and proceeds 
with the agenda. Carried 4-0 

 
CW18-01-08 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that committee of 

the whole forward the in camera item 1(a) to council with a recommendation to 
approve. Carried 4-0 

 
CW18-01-09 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor MacArthur that committee of 

the whole forward the in camera item 1(b) to council with a recommendation to 
approve. Carried 4-0 

 
CW18-01-10 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that committee of 

the whole forward the in camera item 1(e) to council with a recommendation to 
approve. Carried 4-0 
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Agenda Item: Adjournment 

 
CW18-01-11 Moved by Mayor Potoroka, seconded by Councillor Kendrick that committee of 

the whole meeting CW18-01 be adjourned at 7:54 PM. 
  Carried 4-0       
 
THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEE OF WHOLE MEETING CW18-01 WERE APPROVED BY COMMITTEE OF 
WHOLE RESOLUTION #CW18-02-02 AT COMMITTEE OF WHOLE MEETING CW18-02 OF  
JANUARY 22, 2018. 
 
Original signed by: 
Wayne Potoroka, Chair     Christine Smith, Interim CAO   
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